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BRIEFER ARTICLES. 

Difference between the ommon salt-wort and the Russian thistle. 

Lrmers’ Bulletin no. 10, of the Department of Agriculture, on the 
Ruv-nan thistle and other weeds, has aroused some interest in the 
Attinctivedifferences between the harmless saltwort Salsola Kali L. 
ind the noxious Russian thistle Salsola Kali L., var. tragus DC. 
The former has existed on the Atlantic coast for nearly a century at 
km! and appears to be indigenous there and also in saline localities 
11 the Hlack Hills. It has never been regarded as a troublesome 
**< 1 . 1 he variety tragus was introduced into South Dakota from 
.1 about seventeen years ago and is now justly regarded as the 

weed in the northwest. 

,c Uo ^orros appear very much alike but it is a matter of impor- 
*** that they should be distinguished. 

1 he original description of the variety is as follow 
,! f**'*' 1 f>' a ^ ra v iridis, alis subbrevibus subroseis vel 


ft 


roseis. 


DC. 


Prodi 


" l! 2. 187. It is given here in full because De Candolle’s 


In 


r'l.^us is not as available to all botanists as one might wish. 

^ ition to these characters the following may aid in distinguishing 

tiHr s P ec * es: The species A. Kali does not become 

^ ■•t red or magenta colored at maturity. The middle bract, or a 

tf C su ^ )ten( ^* n S fhe floral bracts, is usually much longer 
0 n] r ,C erS ‘ ^ ^ ie ca l v x is dull white or slightly rose-colored and 
r r • !| U . S on back of the calyx lobes is thick and com- 

jl f narrow » less prominent than the ascending lobe.. 

H; mv * ra gus becomes rose-colored or bright magenta at ma- 

’■^po^ed't C , rac ^ s anc ^ ttiore or less on the branches and all parts 

oqc appea° * 6 , ^ ^ be bracts are nearly equal, or at least no 

t tha r f^ U * arly throughout the plant to be two or three times 
J ‘* u bright * C °thers. The calyx is membranaceous and nearly 
ire t Vj ln . rose ' c °lored. The wings on the back of the calyx lobes 

A.; of these ^ ar ^ er than the ascending lobes. 
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Th 


ers vary. Otherwise there would be aspecific dif- 
tht aarf T wm P ar atively little value under different conditions 
tart* 0101 ^ture but the characters of the calyx are reasonably 



* tnig Kflk* • * # 

froibie in \ ^ s,an thistle, the same form which is causing so much 

IDc Neb “^ ou th Dakota, has recently been received from 
It mav * a k° u t seventy-five miles west of the Missouri 
andean ex P e cted along railroads in all parts of the north- 
aid he ” ° U ^ ta ^ en to kill it in these places before it goes 

c omes established.— L. H. Dewey, Washington , D. C. 
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